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The spiritual dechne Copy_—/4256 8 
and Mor al larity of our day is the one “assured result” ~ the destructive criticism 


of the Bible. In spite of the oft-repeated assurances of the 
critics to the contrary, the result of their handling of the Word 
of God has been to destroy men’s faith in its divine origin and 
trustworthiness, and to reduce it to the level of any other book— 
in short to make of it the word of man instead of the 
Word of God. As a consequence the great saving doctrines 
of the Word are openly denied even in theological seminaries 
and in the pulpit. The absolute Deity of our Lord, that He is 
very God of very God, the same in substance and equal in power 
and glory with the Father, His virgin birth, His sinless life, 
His miracles, His atoning death on the cross as our substitute, 
His bodily resurrection, and His visible personal second coming 
in power and glory are all denied. The supernuturalism of 
Christianity is being replaced by naturalism. God Himself is 
being dethroned in the human heart and his place taken by the 
god of humanism, which is man himself—the deification of 


man, a backward move into paganism! 


M. A. Hopkins 
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The Gospel 
Simple and Profound 


Christianity and Crisis, edited by two of 
America’s most distinguished liberal theologians, 
apparently does not think that Christianity can 
be presented as a series of simple answers for 
the complex world in which we live, and, be- 
cause they think the gospel must be presented 
in profound terms they “dread the prospect” 
of an evangelistic campaign in New York City 
in 1957 where the gospel will be preached in 
terms the man on the street can understand 
and with a simplicity of faith which, in other 
parts of the world, God has honored. 


One of Protestantism’s greatest handicaps to- 
day is that theology is leading too many min- 
isters into fields where those who hear cannot 
follow. What with the demands for economic 
opinions, psychiatric advice, family and indi- 
vidual counselling, industrial, labor and civic 
contacts, the simple message of God’s redeem- 
ing love in Christ Jesus is only too often shunt- 
ed to a place of secondary importance and the 
preaching (and knowledge) of the Word is 
supplanted by deliverances on ethical, political 
and social problems. 


What is the result? The non-Christian is 
confused and the Christian is not fed. This 
is said in all love and humility. The writer 
was reared to always back the minister. In our 
family, from earliest childhood, we were taught 
to honor, respect and support our pastor. This 
we still do. 


It is true that with the years life has become 
infinitely more complex. But, how unnecessary 
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to add to its complexities by preaching any- 
thing other than the gospel in its simplicity and 
its beauty? The many facets of the message 
are focused through the narrow Door, and pas- 
sage through that Door is necessary if man is 
to see God. 

Through that Door men of all ages have 
found the solution of their problems, temporal 
and eternal. This message is simple, but, it 
works. 

Many theological seminaries have now been 
caught up in this urge to make ministers 
specialists in multiplied fields. As desirable as 
such an end might be, if it is accomplished 
at the expense of a deep and thorough knowl- 
edge of the Book itself, then the cost is too 
great. Again and again we have heard young 
ministers lament their lack of an adequate 
grounding in the Bible itself. Never forget: 
nothing can take the place of the Scriptures 
in every phase of the ministry. 

We are convinced that our present genera- 
tion needs a ministry with the finest possible 
training, but that training must be such that 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is revealed in all 
the simplicity the Holy Spirit would dictate, 
and, through lives completely surrendered to 
Him. When this is done complex problems 
can themselves become simple. We need a 
transformed society, but, it will be transformed 
only by that message of redemption through 
which individual lives come to know Christ. 
Men must be born again. 


God’s challenge to Job can well be heeded 
today: 


“Who is this that darkeneth 
words without knowledge”? 


counsel by 


—L.N.B. 
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As We Teach the Bible . . . Do 


Our Students Hear God Speak? 


That is the challenge which Dean Valdo Vinay 
is throwing to the Bible School teachers in the 
Waldensian Church. Such pungent probing 
makes his class in practical theology a stimu- 
lating experience. 


Dean Vinay is one of the hardest working 
professors you ever meet. He is a scholarly the- 
ologian, a vigorous writer, the Dean or President 
of the Waldensian Faculty of Theology in 
Rome, charged with raising sixty per cent of 
the operating budget of that school, and an 
evangelist who leads from five to seven of his 
students and associates in conducting Gospel 
services in that number of homes in a very poor 
section of Italy some forty miles below Rome 
each Sunday. 


Returning to the lecture on how to teach the 
Bible to the children of the Church, Dr. Vinay 
pointed out that under the reign of liberalism, 
a Bible story was presented as a mere illustra- 
tion of some general truth. This accords with 
idealism’s claim that the general truth is always 
more important than the specific event. A 
position the opposite of I Corinthians 15:3-4. 
The Bible story would be told to enforce some 
virtue, such as courage. 


Then in the reign of romanticism, the story 
would be told in order to arouse a feeling and 
a response in the student. This is the period 
dominated by Schleiermacher, with its insistence 
that “religion cannot be taught, it must be 
caught.” 


In distinction from both these views, Dr. 
Vinay asks that every Bible School or Sunday 
School teacher seek so to present the lesson that 
the living God may speak to the student. 


This involves attention first to the story. The 
teacher should prepare the way by explaining 
any unusual terms so that the meaning may be 
clear to the children. Then he should tell the 
story vividly, yes passionately—make it come 
alive to them. 


The second major step is to set forth the story 
as the act of God. When Nathan rebuked King 
David with the parable of the man who stole 
his neighbor’s lone lamb, God Himself was ac- 
tively speaking to and dealing with David. God 
led David down into the valley of deep peni- 


tence - Psalm 51 - before He brought the King 
into the blessedness of forgiveness, Psalm 32. 


The third step is the difficult and delicate 
task of making this past act of God into His 
living Word for the members of the class today. 
This can only be done by prayer and reliance 
upon the Holy Spirit. But nothing less should 
be the aim of the teacher. This act of God to 
David is relevant to us. It is the Word of God 
to us now. Out of the past event comes the 
present address to us even as the ancient word, 
“Adam, where art thou?”, became the saving 
word of God's effectual call to Ulrich Zwingli 
when he was in the depths of physical and 
spiritual illness.—Reported by W.C.R. 


“Come Let Us Make” 


“Go to, let us make brick, ... Go to, let us 
build us a city and a tower; ... and let us 
make us a name,...” Gen. 11:3,4. 





Man’s greatest responsibility is to find and do 
the will of God. 


Man’s greatest folly is to make plans and to 
work, as an individual, or with others as a 
nation, without taking God and His holy will 
into consideration. 


God had established a covenant and given 
a promise to Noah and his descendents and he 
had given them a token of His promise. Whether 
the rainbow had existed prior to that time we 
are not told, but, to it was now given the sig- 
nificance of a divine promise—the world would 
no more be destroyed by a flood. 


But, those to whom this covenant and prom- 
ise were given, men who were frequently re- 
minded by God’s ordained token that His prom- 
ise was sure: these same men went out to make 
a tower and a name for themselves. 


The implications of this story are far deeper 
than the words might indicate. Here was man 
in rebellion against God. Here were the heirs 
of a promise who did not regard God’s word 
and who went about the solution of a problem 
they imagined, a solution which was obviously 
in defiance of God. 


What happened? God scattered them and 
brought to nought their wisdom and their plans. 
“.. and this they begin to do: and now nothing 
will be restrained from them, which they have 
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imagined to do. Go to, let us go down,... 
So the Lord scattered them abroad...” 


The philosophy of Babel is inherent in the 
heart of unregenerate man. And we who have 
been redeemed, and brought into the house- 
hold of faith, constantly face this tendency to 
go forward in our own wisdom and strength. 
And, when we do, confusion intervenes and in- 
stead of success there is failure. 


The rich fool looked around him: “And he 
said, this will I do:... And I will say to my 
soul... But, He left God out of his calcula- 
tions. He forgot his responsibility to God and 
to his fellow men in their need. The judgment 
and inexorable will of God prevailed: “But 
God said unto him, Thou fool.” 


There is a simple and solemn lesson we all 
must learn—man’s best way is the way God 
has planned for him. In the time of youth how 
blessed to come to know this truth; what heart- 
ache and trouble it can forestall. In Proverbs 
we are told: “There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death.” 


The apostle James, that practical theologian, 
warns Christians against making their plans 
without taking God into consideration, ending 
with this admonition: “But now ye rejoice 
in your boastings: all such rejoicing 1s evil. 
Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it ts sin.” 


Man must make plans. But, if those plans are 
to be right plans, and, if they are to be blessed, 
God must be consulted and His holy will 
sought. 


God’s way is the way of happiness, the way 
of peace, and, the way of true success. —L.N.B. 
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ANGLERS 


(From New Testament Evangelism 


by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 131 


THE Sout WINNER'S EQuipMENT (HUMAN) 


Equipment C 2 - The Mind. 


This is an important tool in the kit, though 
it may be easily overestimated. The smartest 
people have not as a rule made the most ef- 
fective soul winners. There is something about 
brilliance of mind which, like a superabundance 
of money, has a tendency to separate folks from 
the most vital service to Jesus Christ. Of course 
there are some rare exceptions. Note Paul the 
Apostle, an outstanding mind for keenness and 
sparkling brilliance; but entirely yielded to the 
will of God. Other great Christian leaders in 
history and in modern times might be cited as 
examples; but the point is, brilliant minds are 
not essential. Many a man has sense enough 
to know that he is not quick witted in argument; 
that his mind does not work fast in a crisis, 
as do some others. He may allow this thought 
to discourage him when he looks over his equip- 
ment. It need not be so. If he has sense enough 
to yield his will to the Master, depend upon 
it the Master will greatly use that inferior in- 
tellect to His glory. And there is no doubt but 
God intended we should use our minds. In- 
cluded in that is tact. We cultivate tactfulness 
in pushing our business affairs and social af- 
fairs. Why not tact in God’s work? We use 
our minds to plan our secular program, and to 
devise schemes for advancement of the material 
interests of ourselves and those we love, yet it 
is a common thing to see the business of God's 
kingdom languishing in the hands of His ser- 
vants who are not bringing to bear upon it 
their well trained minds for business planning. 
God blesses the use of our minds in His work. 
If the heart is in it, the mind, with tact, will 
be engaged to its fullest capacity whatever that 
may be. 


Equipment C 3 - Eyes, Hands, Tongue, Feet. 


Then comes an assortment of faculties, traits 
and talents, which make up a personality. We 
use these to put forward the matters in which 
we are interested. Every one of these may in 
some way be engaged in the great business God 
has placed in our hands for Him. A very earnest 
Christian woman said to the writer, “But I am 
not gifted in that way; others are. They are 
the ones to do this personal work, and not I. 
I can do almost any other work in the church; 
but He has not endowed me with the kind of a 
personality that can venture to speak to one 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








an tc om ob ee fee en Oe 











about his soul.” She was then reminded that 
she had just related the story of a very delicate 
but successful piece of personal work she had 
done with an important state official, securing 
a coveted position for a dear friend. She had 
preceded her final effort with a barrage of kind- 
ness; she had laid with utmost skill and finesse 
the trap; then, Queen Esther like, she had bold- 
ly invaded the sanctity and dignity of his “den” 

and made known her request. It was granted; 
her friend was promoted and she came away 
from that interview radiantly victorious and 
happy. She was reminded that those very same 
human assets could be employed in God’s work, 
too. Not that they are the winning factors, but 
the almighty power of God when invoked is 
invested with them, and that gives one reason 
for being bold in an effort for Him. 


Do not sigh nor wait to be “specially gifted” 
to do personal work. Simply and faithfully use 
those same “gifts” which you are exercising 
every day for your own schemes. in business, 
social life, health seeking and pleasure, and you 
will find in them new dignity and new glory 
as instruments designed for God’s use as well— 
indeed, primarily for God’s use! 


Equipment C4 - Mere Chattels. 


One’s money, automobile, home, property, 
position or other material assets may also be 
brought to bear in soul winning. The judicious 
expenditure of money in bringing pleasure to 
others, the giving of a ride in your car, an invi- 
tation to your home - all of these may be counted 
in one’s “kit of tools” at the proper time and 
place; but you will notice we are placing mere 
chattels at the last position of importance in 
personal assets. 


Next lesson will deal with your Church and 
Pastor as “tools” in your kit. 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, March 25, Luke 23:33-37. Our pas- 
sages for this week will center around the seven 
last words of Christ on the cross. Notice the 
kind of men that were crucified with Christ 
(v.32). Think about what death by crucifixion 
involved (v.33) and recall just who Jesus was 
(vv.35,37). Try picture the crowd and the 
soldiers (vv.36,37). Was Jesus guilty of any 
crime? What was Jesus’ attitude toward his 
persecutors (v.34a)? What explanation did He 
give for their behavior (v.34b)? How do you 
account for Jesus’ attitude? How does He ex- 
emplify the teaching he gave in the Sermon on 
the Mount (Matthew 5:43-48;6:15)? If Jesus 
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could have compassion on those who crucified 
Him, is it asking too much for you to forgive 
those who have wronged you in a much smaller 
degree? 


Monday, March 26, John 19:25-27. In His 
agony Jesus remembered to provide for His 
loved ones. Observe who it was that was faith- 
ful to Christ right to the very end (v.25). The 
disciple whom Jesus loved (v.26) was John, the 
author of this book. What place did John seem 
to have in the disciples’ relationship to Jesus 
(13:21-25) ? Because of your spiritual devotion 
to Christ, is He able to depend on your faith- 
fulness in all circumstances? What thoughts do 
you suppose passed through Mary’s mind at this 
hour? Do you think she looked on Jesus as 
her son or her Savior? Just as Christ from the 
cross cared for His earthly mother, so He cares 
for all those who do His will as though they 
were members of His intimate family (Mark 
3: 34-35) . 


Tuesday, March 27, Luke 23:39-43. What 
differences do you see between the two thieves 
who were crucified with Jesus? What did one 
thief realize about himself that the other did 
not see (v.41)? What did he realize about 
Christ that the other failed to realize (v.41b)? 
What word in v.39 describes the attitude of the 
unrepentant thief toward Christ? What seemed 
to be the general attitude of the other to 
Christ (vv.40-42)? Contrast the requests they 
made of Christ (vv. 39&42). What in Jesus’ 
reply to the penitent thief (v.43) reveals more 
mercy than was asked (v.42)? Summarize what 
you see in this thief that paved the way for a 
saving faith? Meditate on the mercy of Christ 
—as it is depicted in this scene and as you 
have experienced it in your own relationship 
to Him. 


Wednesday, March 28, Matthew 27:45-46. At 
this point the face of God Himself was turned 
away from His own Son. It was for our sins 
that God abandoned His Son to die (Isaiah 
53:4-6). Read Psalm 22:1-7 from which v.46 
was quoted. Which verses seem to depict our 
Lord’s agony at this point? In the darkness 
of the moment (Matt.27:45) the loud cry of 
the crucified one (v.46) must have pierced many 
a heart. How does it affect your heart - in the 
light of 11 Corinthians 5:21? Pity the Christian 
whose heart is not moved at what his Lord did 
for him on the Cross. 


Thursday, March 29, John 19:28-29. List 
the words spoken by Christ thus far on the 
cross. Even on the cross He thought of others 
before He thought of Himself. Of whom do 
you think first in times of distress? Jesus has 
been hanging on the cross for several hours 
in the hot desert sun. Read vv.1-4,7-9,14-21 of 
Psalm 69 - the passage to which John 19:28-29 
refers. How appropriately do these verses apply 
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to the sufferings of Christ? Could Christ have 
been praying these words at this moment on 
the cross? Meditate again on the price that was 
paid by Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Friday, March 30, John 19:30. To what was 
Christ referring when He said, “Jt is finished?” 
The question is partly answered by Christ’s 
prayer in 17:4-8. What had Christ finished 
according to these verses? What had Christ 
finished in regard to Old Testament prophecies 
about the Messiah (Luke 18:31; 22:37; Acts 
13:29)? The cup of Gethsemane (Matthew 
26:39-42) , which contained the wrath of God 
upon sin, had been emptied. Was there any- 
thing that was expected of the Son by the 
Father that He failed to do in His ministry? 
At the end of your life will you be able to 
look back and feel that you have performed 
God’s will for you on earth? 





Saturday, March 31, Luke 23:44-46. Jesus, 
having finished His earthly ministry, committed 
His Spirit to the Lord (v.46). The physical 
phenomenon of v.44 at mid-day gives some in- 
dication of the awfulness of this hour in human 
history. Hebrews 9:6-14 gives an explanation of 
the rending of the veil (v.45). What restriction 
was placed on the priests of the Old Testament 
concerning the veil (Hebrews 9:6-10)? What 
advantages resulted with Christ’s death on the 
cross (Hebrews 9:11-14) ? What significance then 
does the rending of the veil of the temple have 
for you? How would a knowledge of what His 
death was accomplishing enable Him to speak 
of a “task finished’’ rather than the words of 
despair that would naturally come at such a 
time? To what extent has knowing Christ given 
you a sense of purpose in life - even when days 
are discouraging and circumstances adverse? 





CThe Resurrection of Christ 
In The Plan of Redemption 


By Rev. Wick Broomall, A.M., Th.M. 


Professor of Hebrew and Systematic Theology 
Erskine Theological Seminary 
Due West, South Carolina 


It is a self-evident fact that the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is one of the fundamental doc- 
trines of our Christian faith. Without the resur- 
rection of its Founder it is hardly likely that 
Christianity would have survived beyond the 
first century. In fact, apart from the fact that 
Christ rose again from the dead, Christianity’s 
claim to uniqueness as the only true and super- 
natural religion vanishes like the mist before 
the rising sun. 


The truthfulness of the importance of the 
resurrection of Christ will appear more clearly 
as we deal with this doctrine in the light cf 
the total plan of redemption. We can but 
touch the most essential points of our subject 
in this brief article. Details must be left for the 
reader to fill in from his general knowledge of 
the Bible. 


I. Christ’s Resurrection in Apologetics 


The science of Apologetics gives to Christian- 
ity its foundational structure. It presents and 
evaluates the evidences that makes our faith 
intellectually valid before the world. It makes 
the supernatural claims of the Christian system 
credible before a doubting and hostile world. 
The apologetical value of the resurrection of 
Christ may be seen in the following details: 


a. Christ’s resurrection proves the Bible to 
be true. We are told that Christ rose on the 
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third day “according to the Scriptures” (I Cor. 
15:4). In His post-resurrection ministry Christ 
opened the Scriptures to His disciples showing 
them that it was written that He should rise 
again the third day (Luke 24:44-46). Thus the 
Old Testament is proved to be untrue if Christ 
did not rise on the third day. His resurrection, 
therefore, confirms the predictive accuracy of 
the Old Testament. 


b. Christ’s resurrection proves to us that 
Christ is true. In the Gospels it is recorded 
that Christ predicted His resurrection even from 
the very beginning of His ministry (John 
2:19-22). He continued to repeat this prophecy 
even up to His final entry into Jerusalem 
(Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34; 14:28). If Christ had 
not risen, His words concerning His resurrec- 
tion would have been nullified and He Him- 
self would now be classified with the arch- 
fanatics of history. But, thank God, His resur- 
rection completely vindicated His prediction. 


c. Christ’s resurrection proved the super- 
natural claims of Christianity against the Jews 
and the heathen world. One should read the 
Book of Acts with this in mind, noting care- 
fully how often and how effectively the apostles 
witnessed to Christ’s resurrection before the 
Jews and the Gentiles. It has been said that 


the resurrection of Christ was the fundamental 
doctrine of apostolic preaching. That this re- 
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mark is correct will be evidenced by reading 
the following passages: Acts 1:3; 2:24,31,32; 3: 
15,26; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30,33,34,37; 17:31. 


Il. Christ’s Resurrection in Theology Proper 


The first part of the study of Systematic 
Theology is often called “Theology Proper.” It 
concerns the nature, attributes and works of 
the Godhead. The resurrection of Christ be- 
longs here in at least the following ways: 


a. Christ’s resurrection proves the power of 
God. Constantly in Scripture the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is attributed to God - “whom 
God raised up” (Acts 2:24; I Thes. 1:10; Heb. 
13:20; I Pet. 1:21). It was “the exceeding 
greatness of His power” that brought about the 
resurrection of Christ (Eph. 1:19,20; Col. 2:12). 
It was only God who could loose the pangs 
of death that held His Son in the grave (Acts 
2:24) . 


b. Christ’s resurrection proves the promises 
of God. God is always faithful to His Word. 
The promise made to David in the Psalms 
(16:8ff) and in the great Davidic covenant (II 
Sam. 7:12f) was literally fulfilled in the resur- 
rection of Christ, according to Peter’s preach- 
ing at Pentecost (Acts 2:25-32). God fulfilled 
the promise made to the fathers in the Old Tes- 
tament times when He raised up Jesus from the 
dead (Acts 13:32-34). This Person, whom God 
raised up, “saw no corruption” (Acts 13:37). 


III. Christ’s Resurrection in Christology 


Christology is that department of theology 
that deals with the person and work of Christ. 
It is obviously true that the resurrection of our 
Lord will find an important place here. Let 
us note the following: 


a. Christ’s resurrection proves His Sonship. 
Paul affirms that He was “declared to be the 
Son of God with power . . . by the resurrection 
from the dead” (Rom. 1:4). In fact, the “Thou 
art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee” 
is said to have its full significance as a result 
of His resurrection (Acts 13:33). It can be 
dogmatically asserted that Christ’s claim of 
unique Sonship (Mt. 11:27) could never be 
maintained apart from His resurrection. 


b. Christ’s resurrection proves His defeat of 
Satan. It was the devil who had the power of 
death (Heb. 2:14); but, when Christ arose, the 
power of the devil was broken. It was “not 
possible” that Christ should be held in Satan’s 
power (Acts 2:24). Christ triumphantly 
“bound” Satan, depriving him of his previous 
power (Mark 3:27). 


c. Christ’s resurrection inaugurated His 
mediatorial reign. His resurrection gave Him 
“the keys of death and Hades” (Rev. 1:19). He 
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is now seated on the promised “throne of David” 
(Acts 2:30,31; 13:34-37). Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God, angels and authorities 
and powers having been made subject to Him 
(I Pet. 3:21,22). He must reign until all 
enemies are made subject to Him - the last 
enemy being death, which shall be completely 
vanquished in His triumphant return (I Cor. 
15:23-26,50-58) . 


d. Christ’s resurrection constituted His glori- 
fication. It was by death and resurrection that 
Christ entered “into His glory” (Luke 24:26). 
God gave Him glory by the resurrection (I Pet. 
1:21), so that He is now “crowned with glory 
and honor” (Heb. 2:9). God indeed glorified 
His Son by the resurrection (Acts 3:13-15; 
I Pet. 1:11). Christ’s prayer (John 17:5; cf. 
Ps. 24:7-10) was fulfilled by His resurrection. 


IV. Christ’s Resurrection in Soteriology. 


Soteriology is that branch of theology that 
deals with the application of redemption to 
the believer. It covers generally that work of 
the Holy Spirit in the regeneration, justification, 
sanctification and glorification of the child of 
God. We notice briefly the following truths 
concerning the resurrection of Christ in this 
department of theology: 


a. Belief in the resurrection of Christ an in- 
tegral part of salvation. If one believes in his 
heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, he 
shall be saved (Rom. 10:9). It is very strange 
that the new convert is hardly ever, if at all, 
asked whether he believes that God raised up 
Christ - yet Paul states it as one of the pre- 
requisites of salvation. 


b. Christ’s resurrection is the model of the 
believer's spiritual resurrection. The unbeliever 
is spiritually dead (Eph. 2:1ff); but when the 
Spirit of God regenerates his heart he experi- 
ences a “resurrection” from the deadness of 
his spiritual death. The same “exceeding great- 
ness of His power” that raised Christ from the 
dead (Eph. 1:19,20) produces the “resurrection” 
of the unbeliever out of his spiritual death 
(Eph. 2:1-10). 


c. Christ’s resurrection delivers the believer 
from Satan’s power. The child of God is set 
free from Satan’s dominion (Acts 26:18; Heb. 
2:14,15). We are now translated out of Satan’s 
authority into the kingdom of God’s dear Son 
(Col. 1:13). This great change in our relation- 
ship is established on the basis of Christ’s 
glorious resurrection. 


d. Christ’s resurrection produces the believer's 
justification. He was raised for our justifica- 
tion (Rom. 4:24,25). If Christ had remained in 
the grave, there could have been no justification 
of the believer in God’s presence; but now that 
our Substitute has been raised from the dead, 
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there is complete vindication of God’s act in 
putting Christ to death for our sins _ (Isa. 
53:10-12) . 


e. Christ’s resurrection is the basis of the 
Christian’s present life of faith and victory. 
Since we are now raised with Christ, we are 
to seek those things which are above (Col. 
3:1ff). If we died with Christ, we are to live 
with Him (Rom. 6:8-11); therefore, we are 
to “walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). In 
a very definite sense baptism symbolizes the 
change from the old life to the new life in 
Christ (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12,13). We are now 
delivered from this present evil world (Gal. 
1:1-5). 


V. Christ’s Resurrection in Ecclesiology. 


Ecclesiology is that department of theology 
which deals with the Christian Church. Here 
one studies the nature, officers, functions, and 
institutions or sacraments of the Church. Un- 
doubtedly we will find some aspects of Christ’s 
resurrection related to this field of truth. 


a. Christ’s headship of the Church a fruit of 
His resurrection. As a result of His resurrec- 
tion, God “gave Him to be head over all things 
to the church” (Eph. 1:19-23). As such, Christ 
is “the firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18; 
Acts 26:23; Rev. 1:5; I Cor. 15:20,23). Christ 
has “the key of David’’ (Rev. 3:7; 1:18; 20:1) 
and rules now over His Church (Acts 2:30-35) . 
Christ arose to be Lord (Rom. 14:9) 


b. Belief in Christ’s resurrection necessary for 
church membership. One must believe, as we 
have previously indicated, that God raised up 
Christ from the dead in order to be saved (Rom. 
10:9; 4:24; Acts 17:18). Christ’s resurrection is 
the basis of the regenerated, resurrected life in 
Christ (Eph. 1:19-2:10). 


c. The Christian sacraments are grounded in 
a risen Lord. Baptism symbolizes aspects of 
Christ’s resurrection (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12). The 
Lord’s Supper commemorates Christ’s death un- 
til He returns (I Cor. 11:26), thus showing 
unmistakably that He is now the risen Christ 
(I Cor. 15:4). 


d. The Christian Church must ever bear wit- 
ness to the resurrection of Christ. His resur- 
rection was, as we have seen, the very center of 
apostolic preaching (Acts 4:33). It is frequent- 
ly remarked in the New Testament that the 
apostles were to bear witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus (Acts 1:8,22; 2:32; 24:21). 
The Church’s creed must ever contain the fun- 
damental doctrine of Christ’s resurrection 
(I Tim. 3:16). The “many proofs” of that 
resurrection should never be forgotten nor dis- 
believed (Acts 1:3). 
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VI. Christ’s Resurrection in Eschatology. 


Eschatology is that branch of theology that 
considers the last things - death, the resurrec- 
tion and judgment, and the events connected 
with the glorious return of Jesus Christ. It 
will be quite natural for us to expect many 
connections of Christ’s resurrection with the last 
things. Let us note the following: 


a. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee of 
the believer's resurrection. This is the burden 
of the greater part of the fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians (cf. I Cor. 15:12-19,35-58). 
“For if the dead are not raised, neither hath 
Christ been raised: and if Christ hath not been 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
sins” (I Cor. 15:16,17). I£ Christ is still in 
the grave, so must the believer remain in the 
grave when he dies - if Christ did not rise! 


b. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee of 
the Christian’s future glorification. This present 
body of clay will be raised incorruptible (I Cor. 
15:42-44) and will be transformed after the 
image of Christ’s resurrected, glorified body 
(I Cor. 15:49,52,53; Phil. 3:21; Col. 3:10; I John 
3:2; Rom. 8:29). Paul looks upon that stage 
of the Christian’s life as “very far better” than 
the present (Phil. 1:23; If Cor. 5:1-10). In 
that coming transformation of our mortal bodies 
the Holy Spirit performs the same supernatural 
agency as in the resurrection of Christ Himself 
(Rom. 8:11; Jc... 6:63) 


c. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee that 
there is to be a future day of judgment. The 
resurrection of Christ was God’s guarantee to 
the human race that there is a final day of judg- 
ment (Acts 17:31). The resurrection of all men 
is a cardinal teaching of the Word of God (Acts 
24:15; John 5:28,29) . 


d. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee that 
the believer will escape the coming wrath of 
hell. It is the risen Lord who delivers us “from 
the wrath to come” (I Thes. 1:10; Mt. 3:7). 
One must now “believe that Jesus died and rose 
again” to be in that conipany of those who 
escape the wrath o tcll (I Thes. 4:14-18; II 
Thes. 1:5-10). 


VII. Christ’s Resurrection in Christian Expert- 
ence. 


There are so many aspects of the practical 
bearing of the resurrection of our Lord on the 
Christian life that it is almost impossible to 
exhaust this phase of our subject. We mention 
here but a very few of the precious truths that 
could be cited. 


a. The Lord’s Day as a day of resurrection. 
The change in the day of worship from the 
Jewish Sabbath to the Christian Lord’s Day 
was brought about, by apostolic approval and 
injunction, because of the resurrection of Christ 
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on the first day of the week (Luke 24:1; John 
20:1; Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:2). It was on the 
Lord’s Day that the beloved John received the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:10). The 
first day of the week should still be a memorial 
of our Lord’s resurrection. We worship on His 
Day the risen Lord. There should, therefore, 
be a note of triumph and victory in our worship. 
“The Lord is risen today.” “Yea, He is risen 
indeed!” 


b. The Christian life as a resurrected life. 
Our Savior is “alive for evermore” (Rev. 1:18). 
We must, therefore, seek the things that are 
above where Christ is (Col. 3:1). We must 
walk in “newness of life’’ as those who are alive 
from the dead (Rom. 6:1-11). Such a life, 
based on the resurrection of Christ, is one that 
is “always abounding in the work of the Lord,” 
since we know that our “labor is not in vain in 
the Lord” (I Cor. 15:58). How vain and use- 
less would it be, though, if Christ were still 
in the grave! 


c. Christ’s resurrection as the basis of the 
Christian’s “living hope.” Our “living hope” 
results from the resurrection of our Lord (I Pet. 
1:3) and, in turn, is the basis of “the blessed 
hope” of the return of the resurrected Lord 
in glory (Tit. 2:13). The resurrection and the 
return of Christ are fundamental facts of the 
great drama of man’s redemption. Neither is 
complete without the other. 


d. Personal knowledge of the resurrected Lord 
in our lives. We close our survey of this im- 
portant subject by asking, Do we know the 
power of His resurrection in our lives? If Paul 
desired such a transforming experience (Phil. 
3:10ff), should not we also have a similar de- 
sire? Undoubtedly Paul’s intense desire for such 
an experimental knowledge of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion was one of the chief causes of the effective- 
ness of his ministry and the depth of his spiritual 
life. We close with Paul’s exhortation: “Remem- 
ber Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, according 
to my gospel” (II Tim. 2:8). 





Christian Education -:- School Level 


(PART II) 
By Rev. Morton H. Smith 


Professor Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 


In our previous article we sought to demon- 
strate the fact that Christian education is an 
obligation that rests on all Christian parents 
as an implication of the Covenant relation that 
is ours in the Gospel of Christ. We saw that 
it is the direct implication of the Covenant, 
signified and sealed by infant baptism, that the 
child of the covenant be given the most con- 
sistently Christian education possible. In this 
article we shall look into one of the possible 
ways of giving such education, and indicate that 
which seems the most Biblical. 


II. Carrying Out Our Obligation 


A. The State School 


The recognition of the Covenant implication 
regarding education raises a very serious ques- 
tion for the American Christian. Does the pub- 
lic state-controlled school meet the demands of 
the Covenant? Dr. Thornwell who argued 
against Church controlled schools in favor of 
the state controlled institution had this to say 
about the matter: “A godless education is 
worse than none; and I rejoice that the senti- 
ment is well nigh universal in this country, 
that a system which excludes the highest and 
most commanding, the eternal interests of man, 
must be radically defective, whether reference 
be had to the culture of the individual, or to 
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his prosperity and influence in life. Man is 
essentially a religious being, and to make no 
provision for this noblest element of his nature, 
to ignore and preclude it from any distinct 
consideration, is to leave him but half edu- 
cated.” (Thornwell’s Life and Letters by B. M. 
Palmer, p. 334) 


It might seem difficult for us to realize that 
just a century ago the condition that Dr. 
Thornwell described existed, namely, that the 
universal feeling was in favor of a state educa- 
tion that included the religious element in it. 
Yet this is the case, and Thornwell went on 
to argue for the state institution in this way: 
“But what right, it is asked, has the State to 
introduce it (religion)? What right, we might 
ask in return, has the State to exclude it?” 
(Ibid. p. 335). It was his feeling that if the 
faculty of the state institution were godly and 
Christian, then of necessity Christianity would 
be taught in the State school without getting 
into the varying dogmas of the differing sects. 


As we all know this has not worked out in 
general practice. Rather we have become in- 
creasingly aware of the concept of separation 
of Church and State and with this the general 
secularization of our State operated schools. We 
actually question in our own minds the validity 
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of Thornwell’s principles about state education, 
except perhaps in a theocratic state. It is in- 
teresting to note that he later indicated his 
willingness to support a proposed Presbyterian 
University, which would not be under either 
State or Church control. 


Dr. A. A. Hodge in 1887 saw clearly the 
danger of the state institution: “I am_ sure 
as I am of the fact of Christ’s reign that a com- 
prehensive and centralized system of national 
education, separated from religion, as is now 
commonly proposed, will prove the most ap- 
palling enginery for the propagation of anti- 
Christian and atheistic unbelief, and of anti- 
social nihilistic ethics, individual, social and po- 
litical, which this sin-rent world has ever seen.” 
(Popular Lectures on Theological Themes, pp. 
283-4) . 


What Dr. Hodge saw as possible has become 
the picture all too often in our present secular 
public school system. This being the case, we 
feel compelled to say that we do not believe 
that the State operated school is the proper 
place for the Covenant child to receive his edu- 
cation. The very principle of separation from 
Church, and thus of secularization is in itself 
anti-Christian. For it is the Christian view 
of truth that God is the source of all truth. In 
the secular school of today this fact is ignored 
if not openly denied. 


Thus in concluding that the State controlled 
public school is not adequate for the education 
of the Covenant child, it is not on the basis 
of specific attacks against particular teachings, 
or particular teachers, but rather on the basis 
of the principles underlying our public school 
system. In other words the very nature of the 
state school system, of necessity secular, means 
it is not the proper instrument for education 
of Covenant children. If we approved of such 
a secular school as a proper instrument of edu- 
cation for Christian children, then we would 
in essence be admitting that there are certain 
spheres in which we may ignore God. But this 
is directly contrary to the teachings of Scripture, 
which concludes all things to be under God. 


t appears then that the parent who promises 
to “strive by all means to bring him up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord” can- 
not be faithful to this vow if he sends his child 
to ihe secular state school for the major portion 
of his education. This being the case, we now 
turn to see what alternatives he has. 


B. The Church or Parochial School 


Having seen that the State school is incon- 
sistent with our Covenant Theology, we must 
seek the answer to the proper method of edu- 
cating our children elsewhere. The answer that 
many have sought is the Church operated 
parochial schoo]. The Roman Catholic Church 
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has made extensive use of this system with no 
little success. The Lutheran Churches have also 
made use of this method. Most of the other 
major denominations in America have made 
some use of this system, but not extensively. 
For example, most of them have Church owned 
and operated colleges, and some individual con- 
gregations operate schools for the lower grades. 
This type of school has been very effective in 
the training of the children and young people 
of the respective churches. This may be seen 
especially in the Roman and Lutheran groups, 
who have made the most thorough use of this 
type of educational method. 


Despite the success of this method of Chris- 
tian education, we would ask the question: Is 
it Scriptural? As Calvinists we are committed 
to the principle of doing in our Church only 
what the Bible specifically authorizes. Thus 
if a Reformed Church enters into the field of 
parochial education, it must be able to present 
the authority for such from the Scriptures. 


It should be noted at this point that Luthe 
did not go all the way with Calvin on this point. 
He insisted that the Church could do what 
was not torbidden in Scripture, whereas Calvin 
stood for the principle that only what was ex- 
pressly permitted and taught in Scripture should 
be practiced by the Church. We frankly believe 
that Calvin and the Reformed Churches are more 
consistent at this point than Luther and his 
followers. W. H. Beck in his volume Lutheran 
Elementary Schools in the United States seeks 
to defend the Lutheran parochial system on a 
broader principle. His argument is to the effect 
that since all phases of life should be permeated 
by the religious element, “the teaching of all 
branches thus devolved upon the Church to 
the same extent and degree and made the school 
a vital part of the program of the Church.” (p.8) 


We certainly agree that Christianity is a 
world and life view, and this means that no 
phase of life can be divorced from Christian 
thought. The question remains, however, con- 
cerning the validity of the organized Church 
entering into the business of general education. 
If so, then the natural implication of this prin- 
ciple is that the Church as an organization 
should enter other phases of life such as the 
government of the State. This is none other 
than the Roman Catholic principle that the 
Church should control all phases of life. 


The Churches of the Reformation stand op- 
posed to this principle of control of all things 
by the visible organized Church. This being 
the case we ought to be consistent in the mat- 
er of Christian schools, and recognize that this 
realm is not properly a function of the Church. 


The Reformed position is maintained under 
the concept of spheres of action. There are sev- 
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eral distinct spheres, all of which are under 
God, but each separate from the other. The 
three basic spheres are those of Church, State 
and Home. The life and action in each sphere 
is to be conducted on the basis of Christian 
principles, which are taught in the Church, but 
this does not mean that the Church itself is to 
enter directly into the other spheres themselves. 


The Church has a particular sphere of ac- 
tivity assigned to it, namely, the spread of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, through the preaching 
of the Word. In terms of education the Church 
is entrusted with the instruction of the content 
of special redemptive revelation, and not with 
the whole field of general revelation. In the 
great Commission to the Church, Jesus sends 
the Church to teach or disciple all nations. The 
specific subject to be taught is defined by Jesus 
as “all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you.” Mt 20:19-20. 


Jesus came into the world as the Word, the 
Revelation of God. This revelation is seen in 
His Person and work as the Redeemer execut- 
ing the offices of Prophet, Priest, and King. 
Thus as we seek to obey His commission, our 


task is to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
all its Glory. This and this alone is the task 
of the Church 


It is true that spelling and arithmetic are 
parts of the truth that God has given us in His 
general revelation, but they are not a part of 
the special redemptive revelation, which the 
Church has been commissioned to spread. We 
must conclude then, that the Church, in obedi- 
ence to Christ’s commission, is to be busy in 
the field of education, but this education is to 
be limited to the field of special redemptive 
revelation, the Word of God. It is not, there- 
fore, the prerogative of the Church to enter 
into the field of general education. 


We may summarize then that the Covenant 
certainly implies that our children should re- 
ceive an education that is based on the truth 
of God and the Christian Faith. The secular 
State school cannot provide this education. On 
the other hand, the Church as an organization 
does not have the right to enter the realm of 
general education. In our next article we shall 
consider what we believe to be the most Scrip- 
tural solution to this problem. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR APRIL 1 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Meaning of The Resurrection 


Background Scripture: Luke 24:1-53 


Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 15:12-28 


Let me first emphasize the Supreme Importance of the Resurrection as we find it stated by 
Paul in our Devotional Reading. In a clear and matchless way the apostle gives the facts. First, 
he tells us the consequences, “If Christ be not risen’! Our preaching is vain; we have no Gospel— 
no Good News—to preach. If the story of the Christ ended with the dead body of a good man 
lying in a grave near Jerusalem, it would be Sad News, not Good News. It is always distressing 


to hear of the death of some good and great 
man. If this was our message to a lost and 
sorrowing world, then it would be no more than 
a funeral dirge, or a eulogy for a departed friend. 
We could shed tears, but that would be all. 
Then our Faith is also vain. We are saved 
by grace through faith. But of what value is 
faith in a dead man! Of course we believe that 
he was a good man, but how can a dead man 
save, or help, or comfort us? The world has 
trusted too many men who have died and left 
it as hopeless as ever. Then we are found False 
Witnesses, and the Gospel itself is but a lie. The 
very fact, above all other facts, that we bear 
witness to, is that we have a Risen Savior. Then, 
if Christ be not risen, we are yet in our sins. 
A dead Savior has no power to forgive sins; 
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we must have a High Priest Who has passed 
into the heavens and is at the right hand of 
God; Who “ever lives to make intercession for 
us.” If Christ be not risen, then all our loved 
ones which have “fallen asleep” in Him, have 
perished. The cemetery is a hopeless “city of 
the dead.” If only in this life we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. We 
have been fooled into believing a lie, and our 
condition is miserable indeed, for these early 
Christians had given up all and suffered much 
for bearing testimony to His Resurrection. Let 
those who try to minimize the importance of 
the Resurrection read and ponder these solemn 
and searching words of the great Apostle. There 
is no Gospel to preach except the Gospel of 
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the Risen and Glorified Savior. There is no 
Church, if the Head of the Church is still in 
His grave. 


I am talking about Resurrection, not merely 
Immortality of the soul. The Immortality of 
the Soul is true, and a very important truth, 
but the resurrection of the body is still more 
important, and still more precious. It is the 
resurrection of the body that Paul is talking 
about in this marvelous chapter. 


In verse twenty there is an abrupt change, 
marked by one of Paul’s frequent “Buts” : “But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.” He has stated 
the facts and the proof of those facts in the 
first part of the chapter. He now turns to a 
discussion of the Nature and Results of the 
resurrection. He closes the chapter with these 
words: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 
The resurrection furnishes a solid foundation 
for our faith and the strongest incentive for 
faithful work. “Believest thou this’? asked Jesus 
of Martha. If we really believe “This,” then 
we can go our way rejoicing and victorious. 


Today we study Luke’s account of the Resur- 
rection. It would be well to read the other 
accounts, along with the whole of I Corinthians 
and John 11, and John 5:24-29, in order to 
get a better idea of “The Meaning of the Resur- 
rection.” 


Luke 24:1-12. 


The women had followed Joseph and Nico- 
demus as they laid the body of Jesus in the 
tomb. They prepared spices and ointment and 
rested the Sabbath Day. The first day of the 
week they came very early bringing the spices 
they had prepared. As they drew near the sepul- 
chre they asked the question, Who shall roll 
away the stone? (Mark 16:3) Matthew tells 
us that an angel of the Lord from heaven came 
and rolled back the stone. The tomb was 
empty: they found not the body of the Lord 
Jesus. The empty cross, (not a crucifix with a 
body on it), and an empty tomb, are symbols of 
Christianity. Jesus finished His work on the 
cross. The grave could not hold Him, the Lord 
of heaven and earth. He had conquered both 
death and the grave. (see I Corinthians 15:57) 


I. The Empty Sepulchre: 


Two men stood by them in shining garments. 
They said, Why seek ye the living among the 
dead? and called upon them to remember what 
Jesus had told them : that He would be cruci- 
fied and rise again the third day. Then they 
remembered His words. How “slow of heart” 
they were to believe! But before we judge them 
too severely let us examine our own faith. They 
returned from the sepulchre and told all these 
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“and their words seemed 
to them as idle tales, and they believed them 


things to the apostles: 
not.” Peter (and John) came, however, and 
saw the orderly way in which everything was 
arranged, the linen clothes in one place and 
the napkin which had been about His head 
folded in a place by itself. John saw and be- 
lieved. 


We can see from Luke’s account, and the 
others, how surprised the women and disciples 
were, and how hard it was to convince them 
of the reality of the resurrection. It took the 
most convincing evidence to make them see the 
truth, that He was indeed alive. —The News was 
“too good to be true.” John tells us especially 
about Thomas. None of the disciples, or 
women, were expecting to see an empty tomb, 
and a Living Christ. They had seen the empty 
tomb; they soon saw the Risen Savior. He ap- 
peared to Mary Magdalene as she came back 
and lingered at the sepulchre. (see John 20: 
11-18) 


Il. The Walk to Emmaus: 13-35. 


Luke alone gives us this beautiful incident. 
Two of His disciples went to a village called 
Emmaus, about eight miles from Jerusalem. As 
they talked of all that had taken place in Jeru- 
salem, Jesus drew near and joined them, but 
they did not know Him. He asked them what 
they had been talking about, and they, in sur- 
prise, ask Him if he is a stranger in Jerusalem 
and did not know what had taken place in 
these days? Evidently there was much talking 
going on. He asked them, “What things”? and 
they tell Him about the crucifixion. There 
seemed to be a note of discouragement in their 
voices as they say, “But we trusted that it had 
been He which should have redeemed Israel.” 
Then they mention something which seems to 
bring a gleam of hope; This was the third day 
and certain women reported that they saw the 
empty sepulchre and heard the message of the 
angels that He was alive. Then Jesus upbraids 
them for their slowness of heart to believe all 
that the prophets had spoken and explains to 
them that Christ ought to suffer these things 
and enter into his glory. And, beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concern- 
ing Himself. And there are some today who 
are foolish enough, and blind enough, to see 
nothing of Christ in the Old Testament! 


As they drew near the village He made as 
though He would go further, but when they 
constrained him he went in to tarry with them. 
They recognized Him as He broke and blessed 
the bread and vanished. They said one to 
another, Did not our heart burn within us 
while He talked with us by the way, and while 
He opened to us the scriptures? The two re- 
turned to Jerusalem and reported to the others. 
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This whole chapter might be called the chap- 
ter of “Hearts that Burn.” All hope had been 
buried with Him in the grave, but now the fire 
is beginning to kindle again. Our hearts, too, 
ought to burn within us as we read of His 
resurrection. 





Il. His Appearance that Evening to the Eleven: 
36-48. (see John 20) 


While the two were speaking to the others 
as they were gathered together, Jesus stood in 
their midst with His customary greeting, Peace 
be with you. They were terrified, thinking 
they saw a spirit. He showed them His hands 
and His feet and urged them to “handle me 
and see : for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see Me have.” Then He ate before them. 


I think we can get an idea of what our resur- 
rection bodies will be like. We shall be like 
Him; this we know. Paul tells us a lot more 
about this in I Cor. 15. Jesus’ body was the 





same, for the print of the nails was there; yet 


it was different in some ways. 

“Then opened He their understanding, that 
they might understand the Scriptures.” He had 
tried to explain some of these things before. 
Now He enlarges the message by saying, And 
that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses 
of these things. The death and resurrection of 
Christ form the basis of their message to the 
world. 


IV. The Promise of the Father: verse 49. 


He had a great deal to say about this promise 
of the Coming of the Holy Spirit when He spoke 
to them in His discourses. (see John 13-17) 


V. The Ascension: 50-53. 

He went as far as Bethany, and lifting up 
His hands, he blessed them, and ascended to 
heaven. (see Acts 1:1-11) 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 1 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





The Largest Presbyterian Seminary 


Hymn: “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Colossians 1:3-14 

Hymn: “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 


(Most of the information for this program 
is taken from a letter received from Dr. Joseph 
Hooper, missionary to Korea, who at three dif- 
ferent times served on the faculty of the Presby- 
terian Seminary in Korea.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


In this program we are considering the second 
of our financial objectives for 1956. You have 
probably already gathered from the topic that 
the Presbyterian Seminary in Korea is the largest 
Presbyterian seminary in the world. By being 
the largest we mean that it has a greater en- 
roliment than any other, about five hundred 
students. Since it is so large, you may be won- 
dering why it needs our financial support. Why 
are we not giving our money to some smaller 
and weaker institution? The reason for adopt- 
ing the Korean seminary as a financial objective 
will become very apparent as our speakers give 
a fuller description of its history, its needs, and 
its usefulness in the Korean church. 
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First SPEAKER: 


Korea's Presbyterian seminary has had a num- 
ber of locations in recent years. It was originally 
in Pyengyang, which is now the Red capital of 
North Korea. Of course, it had to be moved 
when the Communists banned Christianity from 
their territory north of the 38th parallel. The 
new location was South Mountain in the heart 
of Seoul, which is the capital of South Korea. 
On this site was formerly located the most 
famous Shinto shrine in Korea during the time 
of Japanese occupation. As Dr. ep ~ Hopper 
says, “Where sin abounded, grace did abound 
more exceedingly.” ‘Then came the bloody 
Korean War, and the seminary had to be moved 
again. Its new home was one of the large 
churches in the city of Taegu. The five hun- 
dred students sat in three different groups on 
the floor of one unheated room. All of us have 
heard of the bitterly cold Korean winters, so 
perhaps we can imagine how much these stu- 
dents suffered in order to prepare themselves 
to preach the Gospel of Christ. Now that the 
war is over, it has been possible to move the 
seminary back to its permanent location in Seoul, 
and through our contributions, we have an 
opportunity to help with the building and re- 
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building of an institution which has suffered 
terribly. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

If the Presbyterian Seminary of Korea is the 
world’s richest from the standpoint of number 
of students, it is surely one of the world’s poor- 
est with regard to facilities. When the seminary 
first came to Seoul, there were only a few small 
Japanese type buildings available for its use, 
and the equipment hardly included the bare 
essentials. At that time the enrollment was 
only half of what it is now. When the seminary 
returned to Seoul in 1954 from its temporary 
headquarters in Taegu, it was to take up work 
in many of the same poor, inadequate build- 
ings. Since that time a modest class room build- 
ing has been erected, but as Dr. Hopper writes, 
“the chief characteristic of the present facilities 
is lack of them.” 


From this brief report it is easy to see why 
the Presbyterian Seminary of Korea is so des- 
perately in need of financial help. We can be 
sure that the Korean Christians are doing every- 
thing they can to help themselves, but Korea 
was a poor country before the war, and now 
the construction of even modest buildings is 
more than they can manage. The need for 
financial help is unquestionable, and we should 
consider ourselves honored to be given this op- 
portunity to have a share in so worthy a work. 


‘THiRD SPEAKER: 


It is hardly necessary to ask why Korea needs 
a seminary, but a few facts will help us to see 


more clearly how important this seminary is 
to the cause of Christianity in that brave and 
troubled little country. The church in Korea 
is experiencing amazing growth, and it needs 
leadership from among its own people. Between 
250 and 300 of the Korean Presbyterian pastors 
were killed or kidnapped by the Communists 
during the war. Men must be trained to take 
their places. In addition to making up this 
terrible loss, new churches are being organized 
and are calling for pastors. In one of the prov- 
inces of our mission’s territory a new church 
was born each week during 1954. Fifteen new 
churches were organized in the territory of one 
of our missionaries during the first half of 1955. 
Besides being needed as pastors, other seminary 
graduates are being called as teachers in Chris- 
tian schools, as chaplains in the army of Korea, 
and as foreign missionaries. The future of the 
church in Korea depends in a very important 
way on the training of Christian leadership, and 
there must be a strong, well equipped seminary 
to provide that training. The Koreans are giv- 
ing their lives to the service of Christ. Surely 
we can give of our means and our prayers to 
assist them in their preparation to proclaim the 
Gospel of Christ. 


Offering 


Prayer of Dedication: (Whether you receive 
a special offering at this time or set aside 
a part of your budget for this objective, be 
sure to dedicate it with prayer.) 


Hymn: “O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High 
Fulfilling” 





Church News 


Attention All Ministers 

Every minister is hereby given opportunity 
to make certain that his mailing address will 
appear correctly in the alphabetical List of 
Ministers in Part III of the General Assembly 
Minutes. This volume is now being prepared 
for publication. Anyone who has reason to 
believe his address is not correctly reported to 
this office, or wishes to report a change in 
address, may do so by using a postal card. This 
should be done at once. The same course can 
be followed for reporting earned and honorary 
Doctor’s degrees. Stated Clerks of Presbyteries 
are very busy with other duties and may not 
have been able to contact every man. The in- 
vestment of 2 cents and a minute of time may 
be the difference between correct or incorrct 
addresses for many. 











E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
341 A Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 
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The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 
Jan. 15 - Feb. 29, 1956 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
Budget for 1956 $846,581.00 


Received from Jan. 15th through 


February 29th, 1956 34,063.83 


Percentage of annual budget received 
to date 4.02 


812,517.17 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Balance needed for the year 


Budget for 1956 21,495.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 

February 29th, 1956 1,318.26 
Percentage of annual budget received 

to date 6.13 
Balance needed for the year 20,176.74 
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New Presbyterian College To 
Locate in Laurinburg, N. C. 


Raleigh, N. C. — Laurinburg, N. C., will 
become the site for the first major new Pres- 
byterian college to be founded in many years. 
The decision was announced here March 6 by 
the chairman of the 32-person Board of Trustees 
for the new “consolidated” college of North 
Carolina Synod. 


William H. Neal, the chairman, announced 
that Laurinburg was chosen by a unanimous 
vote. Sixteen other North Carolina towns had 
sought the new college. The announcement cli- 
maxed seven hours of balloting, and two final 
days of discussion. 


The decision was made after five months’ 
study, begun immediately after the organiza- 
tion of the Board of Trustees on October 3, 
1955. Committees from the Board visited pro- 
posed sites, and in early February eliminated 
all but five from the final list of contenders. 


All five communities among the finalists, Wil- 
mington, Laurinburg, Lumberton, Rocky Mount 
and Fayetteville, pledged amounts exceeding 
$1,000,000 toward the construction of the new 
institution if it should be located in their city. 
Laurinburg, the smallest cf the five, pledged 
$2,800,000 initially and continuing support to 
the college, in what is believed to be the largest 
financial contribution offered a_ Presbyterian 
college in the history of the Church. 


Chairman Neal, in making the announcement, 
stressed that the financial factor was only one 
of many considered by the Board, and that “at 
no time and in no way did the Board offer the 
college to the highest bidder.” Other factors, 
considered included the merits of available 
sites, proximity to other major colleges, com- 
munity cultural and religious environment, 
availability of transportation, the climatic and 
geographic advantages, and location with rela- 
tionship to Presbyterian centers of population. 


The final vote followed lengthy balloting, as 
Board members voted on each of the many fac- 
tors. Approximately 30 separate votes were taken 
in an involved procedure, as Mr. Neal explained, 
“so that under no circumstances would there 
be any unfairness.” 


“In the final analysis there was no question,” 
he said. “The majority vote was to place the 
college in Laurinburg. A final ballot made 
the action unanimous.” 


Following the announcement of the site, the 
Board asked Presbyterian Churches of North 
Carolina to send delegates to Laurinburg on 
April 10 to see the favored site. A 700-acre tract 
south of the town is being considered. Plans 
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are being made to welcome a large gathering 
of Presbyterians on the appointed day, and for 
a visit to the site. 


First steps toward the formation of the new 
college were taken last June when the Synod of 
North Carolina approved an educational study 
which recommended the consolidation of Flora 
Macdonald College at Red Springs, Peace Col- 
lege at Raleigh, and Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege at Maxton. The synod created the Board 
of ‘Trustees and gave it the task of locating a 
site, raising funds to build the new college, and 
getting it under way. 





Montgomery Presbytery 

met January 2Ist in its 239th Stated Session 
in the Radford Presbyterian Church of Radford, 
Va. There were present 45 Ministers and 56 
Ruling Elders. Rev. Edgar A. Woods was 
elected Moderator. Rev. E. B. McGukin was 
previously nominated to be the principal nom- 
inee for Moderator of the next Stated Meeting, 
the 240th Stated Meeting, which is to be held 
in the Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church 
of Vinton, Virginia, on April 17, 1956. Rev. 
J. L. Coppock was nominated at this meeting 
to be alternate nominee for Moderator in case 
Mr. McGukin cannot serve. 


Rev. Ray Randall Hanson, Jr., was received 
into the Presbytery from East Hanover Presby- 
tery and arrangements made for his installation 
as pastor of the Churches of Cool Spring, Laurel 
Grove and Peaks. 


Rey. Curtis Pollock Harper, Jr., was dismissed 
to Potomac Presbytery that he may accept the 
call of the Chesterbrook Church of Falls Church, 
Virginia, to become its pastor. 


Rev. Fletcher C. Hutcheson was received into 
the Presbytery and arrangements made to install 
him as pastor of the Altavista Presbyterian 
Church of Altavista, Virginia. 


Presbytery ordered that the Summer Meeting 
of the Presbytery, the 241st, Stated Meeting, be 
held in the Pearisburg Presbyterian Church of 
Pearisburg, Virginia, on July 24, 1956. 


The following churches were granted permission 
to increase the salary of their pastors: Northmin- 
ster, Covington First, Quaker Memorial, McAl- 
lister Memorial and Radford. 


The following were elected commissioners to 
the next General Assembly: Ministers: Princi- 
pal—C. F. McRae, E. B. McGukin, J. E. Rich- 
ards, J. E. Pringle, E. A. Woods. Alternate— 
E. D. Vaughan, J. E. Long, J. L. Coppock, W. 
L. Latham, H. P. Mitchell. Ruling Elders: 
Principal—W. Kent Ford (Clifton Forge), Wil- 
liam A. Trolan, Jr. (Roanoke Second), R. L. 
Persinger (Covington First), V. B. Mountcastle 
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(Raleigh Court), W. Bruce Montgomery 
(Lynchburg First). Alternate—H. M. Painter 
(Fincastle), G. M. Roberts (Radford), Ray- 
mond Conner (Melrose), H. B. Moseley 
(Peaks) , A. S. Rachel, Jr. (Roanoke First) . 


E. W. Smith 
Stated Clerk Montgomery Presbytery 





Richmond, Va. 


Something new, and something which is ex- 
pected to be received enthusiastically by a grow- 
ing number of those interested in the field, is 
the Institute on Family Camping, to be held at 
NaCoMe, near Centerville, Tenn., May 21 
and 22. 


A project with possibilities for Assembly-wide 
growth, this initial Institute is being sponsored 
by the Committee on Christian Education of 
the Synod of Tennessee in cooperation with the 
Director of Family Education of the Depart- 
ment of Adult and Family Education, the Rev. 
Fred Widmer, Richmond, Va. Dr. A. Clarke 
Dean, pastor of Buntyn Church, Memphis, and 
one who has had much experience in family 
camping, will assist Mr. Widmer. 


Leaders from other Synods will be invited to 
attend the May Institute. Its purpose will be 


to afford the person in charge of family summer 
camps the opportunity for learning the “how” 
of family camping. 


It is appropriate that the first Institute be 
held in 1956 since this is the year of emphasis 
for Christian Family Life. 


The Institute will function on a workshop 
basis and will aim to find a basic philosophy 
for Family Camping, state its purposes, and plan 
a worthy program. 

Total cost for each person attending will 


be $3.50. This includes four meals and the one 
night’s lodging. 





Hampden-Sydney, Va. 

Dr. Ben R. Lacy, Jr., now pastor of the Col- 
lege Presbyterian Church here, was recently in- 
stalled as chaplain of Hampden-Sydney College. 
The former president (1926-1955) of Union 
Theological Seminary of Richmond, until his 
retirement Jan. 1, 1956, became the spiritual 
adviser to the academic community in a special 
Induction Service in early February. 


Dr. Joseph C. Robert, president of the col- 
lege, conducted the actual service of induction, 
and was assisted in the service by James H. 
Smith, president of the student body; Charles 





Mexico portion (Houston to Houston) $180 
Panama through rest of tour $1138 
Full tour (Houston to Miami) $1318 


For Further Information 
Write: 





JOIN THE PRESBYTERIAN 


TOUR OF LATIN AMERICA 


JULY 30-AUGUST 31, 1956 


SEE OUR CHURCH AT WORK IN LATIN AMERICA 
—vacation with a purpose—travel with a plus 
—visit many types of Presbyterian Mission work 
—meet leaders of the Presbyterian Church in Mexico and Brazil 


EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT, BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
BOX 330 + NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 


AND ALSO ENJOY 

—the beauty of new lands 

—travel with congenial like-minded 
people 

—guidance of an experienced leader 

—special rate for group travel 
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C. Mottley, president of the Student Christian 
Association; and Joseph B. Clower, Jr., chair- 
man of the Chapel Committee. 


In presenting the new chaplain to the student 
body, Dr. Robert declared, “A good chaplain 
must be a scholar, a preacher, and a warm hu- 
man being,” and praised Dr. Lacy: 


“The chaplain can walk with learned men. 
Indeed, he is one himself. He wears degrees 
from Davidson, the Union Theological Sem- 
inary, Duke University, the University of North 
Carolina, and Hampden-Sydney—and abroad 
from Oxford University in England, and the 
University of Montpelier in France.” 





Dr. James S. Stewart— 


Professor of New Testament Language, Lit- 
erature and Theology at New College, University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland, will hold a week of 
special services at the Highland Park Presby- 
terian Church in Dallas, Texas, beginning Eas- 
ter Sunday, April Ist through April 6th. 


In addition to three sermons on Sunday and 
preaching each night, Sunday through Friday, 
Dr. Stewart will address the student body of 
the Southwestern Baptist Seminary in Fort 
Worth; of the Perkins School of Theology at 





Southern Methodist University in Dallas; and 
of Austin College in Sherman, Texas. 


Friday noon Dr. Stewart will be guest of the 
Dallas Pastor’s Association at Highland Park 
Church. The attendance for luncheon is limited 
to 400, so reservations must be made in advance. 

























Dr. Stewart spoke at Montreat, N. C., last 
summer and was so outstanding in his addresses 
and sermons that his present visit to America 
is attracting wide attention. Indications are that 
ministers will attend his services from through- 
out the State and adjacent Synods. 


Following his stay in Dallas, Professor Stew- 
art will give the Joe Perkins Lectures at the First 
Methodist Church in Wichita Falls. 
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THE EASTER OFFERING 


APRIL 1, 1956 


For The Relief of Human Suffering 


The Only Way Funds Can Be Secured For Work 
NOT Included In The Budget of 


OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID 


TERRIFIC FLOODS IN INDIA 1955 DESTROYED 
CROPS AND LAND, CAUSING UNTOLD SUFFERING 


Earthquake Victims and 


Flood Sufferers 0 i 


Refugees and Orphans 
Immigration Services 


Inter-Church Aid To 
Protestant Churches 
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Personals From the 
Mission Fields 


Miss Elizabeth Templeton of our Congo Mis- 
sion was scheduled to arrive in this country on 
March | for her regular furlough, marking the 
end of her first term on the field. She left 
Congo on December 20 and since that time 
visited in Europe and the Holy Land. 





















































Miss Templeton is from North Little Rock, 
Arkansas and received her education from Ar- 
kansas College, the University of Arkansas and 
the School of Medical Technology in Little 
Rock. She is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of North Little Rock. She is a medical 
technician and is connected with the laboratory 
work at Bulape. While on furlough Miss Tem- 
pleton will be with her parents in North Little 
Rock. 


Miss Adena Duggan, who for the past three 
years has served as a teacher of missionaries’ 
children at Central School in the Congo, was 
scheduled to arrive in New York, March 1. She, 
with Miss Templeton, visited points of interest 
in Europe and the Holy Land before arriving 
in the United States. 


Miss Duggan is a native of Macon, Georgia, 
and is a graduate of Mercer University. She 
is a member of the Waynesboro Presbyterian 
Church, Waynesboro, Ga. Miss Duggan will 
make her headquarters in Macon while she is 
in this country. 


Miss Margaret Liston of our Congo Mission 
was scheduled to sail from New York, March 7, 
following her regular furlough in this country. 


Miss Liston, a nurse, has served in the Belgian 
Congo since 1924. Most of her time is devoted 
to teaching nursing to both men and women 
and supervising their work. During the past 
year she has been working on a textbook on 
nursing. While serving at Bibanga and Lu- 
bondai, Congo, she finds time for doing per- 
sonal work among the patients in the hospital 
and has taught a Women’s Bible Class and a 
Sunday School Class for teenage girls. 


Miss Liston, a native of Oxford, Alabama, 
attended Alabama College for Women and grad- 
uated from Presbyterian Hospital in New York 
City. She also studied at Vanderbilt Hospital 
in Nashville, Tenn., and at the Assembly’s 
Training School, Richmond. Before* going to 
the Congo, she taught school in Russellville 
and Ensley, Alabama, and did private nursing 
in New York. She is a member of Mebane Pres- 
byterian Church, Mebane, North Carolina, 
where her father was minister for several years. 
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While on furlough, Miss Liston resided at 
Mission Haven in Decatur, Ga. 


The Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Gartrell, Jr., and 
family of our West Brazil Mission are scheduled 
to return to Brazil on April 5, following their 
furlough in this country. 


The Gartrells have been in the United States 
since December 1954. Mr. Gartrell has been 
serving as an evangelistic missionary in Brazil 
since 1951 and has been principally active in 
frontier work in some of the interior towns. 


Mr. Gartrell is a graduate of Hampden- 
Sydney College and Union Seminary in Rich- 
mond. He received his Th.M. degree from 
Princeton Seminary, and before going to Brazil, 
served as chaplain in the U. S. Navy and as 
pastor of the Mocksville and Bixby, North Caro- 
lina, churches. He is a member of Winston- 
Salem Presbytery. A native of Ashland, Ken- 
tucky, Mr. Gartrell is married to the former 
Miss Catherine Yates, the daughter of China 
missionaries. 


Mrs. Gartrell received her education from 
Flora Macdonald College in Red Springs, North 
Carolina, and is a member of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Mocksville, N. C. 


The Gartrells have five small children. While 
on furlough they have been making their home 
in Horse Shoe, N. C. 


The Rev. and Mrs. John O. Barksdale and 
family of our Japan Mission returned to their 
work in Japan, January 14, following furlough 
in this country. 


The Barksdales have been in Japan since 1951 
but they returned to the United States in the 
summer of 1954, a year earlier than their regu- 
lar furlough because of Mrs. Barksdale’s health. 


Mr. Barksdale is from Waynesboro, Virginia, 
and a graduate of the University of Virginia and 
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond. He 
did graduate work at Westminster College, Cam- 
bridge, England, and for a short period near the 
close of World War II served as an Ensign in 
the U. S. Navy. He did language study in Kobe, 
Japan, before going to Marugame to take up 
evangelistic work. 


Mr. Barksdale is married to the former Miss 
Virginia Gibbins of Shreveport, Louisiana. She 
is a graduate of Southwestern at Memphis and 
the Assembly’s Training School. She is a mem- 
ber of the Dunlap Presbyterian Church in 
Shreveport. 


The Barksdales have three children, two sons 
and a daughter. While on furlough, the Barks- 
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dale family made their home at Mission Court 
in Richmond, Va. 





Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Wilkerson of our For- 
mosan Mission, announce the birth of a son, 
Donald Joseph, on November 24, in Formosa. 


Dr. Wilkerson is a graduate of Maryville Col- 
lege where he received his A. B. degree. He 
received his M. D. degree from the University of 
Virginia. Dr. Wilkerson is a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Durham, North Caro- 
lina. 


Mrs. Wilkerson is the former Miss Evelyn 
Estelle Isenhour of Woodleaf, N. C. She is a 
graduate of the University of Virginia School 
of Nursing and received her B. S. in nursing at 
the University of Virginia. She is a member of 
the Unity Presbyterian Church of Woodleaf. The 
Wilkersons have two other children, a son and 
a daughter, in addition to the new arrival. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J. Hoge Smith, Jr., of the 
North Brazil Mission, announce the birth of 
a son, Edgar Russell, in Garanhuns, Brazil, on 
January 14. 


Mr. Smith was born in Petersburg, West Vir- 
ginia, but considers Knoxville, Tennessee, home. 
He is a graduate of Presbyterian College, Clin- 
ton, South Carolina, and received his B. D. 
degree from Columbia Theological Seminary. 
He is a member of Knoxville Presbytery. 


Mrs. Smith was born in Louisville, Tennessee 
and also considers Knoxville home. She attended 
Maryville College and the Assembly’s Training 
School. She is a member of Cedar Springs Pres- 
byterian Church, Knoxville. 


The Smiths have three other children, a son 


and two daughters. 


The Rev. and Mrs. William R. Reily of the 
Congo Mission announce the birth of a son, 
Michael Hoyt, on February 13, in Mansfield, 
Louisiana. The Reilys are now on furlough and 
Mr. Reily is at the present time serving the 
church in Mansfield. 


Mr. Reily has just completed his first term 
of service in the Belgian Congo where he has 
been engaged in evangelistic work. His work 
there includes itineration among villages, over- 
seeing the work of evangelists and generally en- 
couraging the work in this area. 


Mr. Reily is from Tyler, Texas, where he at- 
tended Tyler Junior College. He is a graduate 
of George Washington University in Washing- 
ton, D. C., and Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. While at the seminary he served 
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as Assistant to the pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Laurel, Va. During the war he was 
engaged in clerical and public relations work 
for the F.B.I. in Washington. Mr. Reily is a 
member of the Paris Presbytery. 


Mr. Reily is married to the former Miss Patsy 
Miller, the daughter of Congo missionaries, the 
Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt Miller. She attended 
the Central School for Missionaries’ Children in 
Congo and then came to America where she 
studied first at Erskine College in Due West, 
South Carolina, and then received her B. A. 
degree from Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. 
She also attended the Assembly’s Training 
School. Mrs. Reily is a member of the Myers 
Park Presbyterian Church, Charlotte. 


The Reilys have two other sons, age 2 and 414. 





Congo 

Dr. and Mrs. Sandy Marks and daughter Katie 
are scheduled to leave New York by plane for 
the Belgian Congo in mid-March. They have 
been in this country since September, 1955, on 
an emergency health furlough. They have made 
their home in Mission Court, Richmond. 


Dr. Marks, a native of Apex, N. C., is a 
graduate of Davidson College, Atlanta-Southern 
Dental College, and Northwestern University. 
He is a member of First Presbyterian Church, 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Mrs. Marks, the former Miss Katherine Stuart 
Woods, is a native of Charlottesville, Virginia. 
She received her education at the Medical Col- 
lege of Virginia and did post graduate work 
at the Morristown Memorial Hospital in Mor- 
ristown, N. J. The Marks have two sons and 
a daughter. 





Mexico 

The Rev. and Mrs. Henry E. Pressly of Taxco, 
Mexico, are scheduled to return to this coun- 
try in late March, for their regular furlough. 
They plan to make their home during the fur- 
lough in Kingsville, Texas. 

Mr. Pressly is a native of Mexico, but con- 
siders Winnsboro, S. C., his home. He received 
his education at the Mount Lion Institute in 
Winnsboro, at Erskine College and _ Erskine 
Seminary. He is a member of Tampico Pres- 
bytery in Mexico and of Western Texas Pres- 
bytery in the States. 


Mrs. Pressly, the former Mary Bradley of 
Abbeville, S. C., attended Erskine College and 
graduated from the School of Modern Kinder- 
garten Training in Rochester, N. Y. The Press- 
lys have been missionaries in Mexico for many 
years and are doing evangelistic work in Taxco. 





Change of Address: 


Rev. Fred J. Harmon, from Route 1 to 


Route 2, Laurens, S. C. 
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And these words, which I command thee 
this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou 
shalt teach them diligently to thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thy house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. (Deuteronomy 6:6,7) 
Thy children like olive plants about thy 
table. Ps. 128:3. 


Week of Spiritual Enrichment 
Pre-Easter Week 
March 25 - April 1, 1956 


Every woman is called to make of this 
week a period of special life enrichment 


seeking the fellowship of Christ who said 
“Come unto Me” 
“Learn of Me” 


“Follow Me” 


Let us all put aside every conflicting 


element and keep— 


1. A quiet time each day when we shall 
join other Women of the Church in 
special Bible Reading, Meditation and 
prayer through the use of the guide 
“For Personal Use” (available from 
Board of Women’s Work, Ic per copy.) 


2. Attend all the services in the local 
church this week, and seek to truly 
fellowship with Jesus. 


3. Give expression to our deepening love 
for Christ through some planned serv- 
ice to another—a shut-in, a_ person 
away from home—a student, or a 
stranger in the community. 





A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 





Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 
secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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One Minute Message 
of Stewardship 


We often hear it said, “If you want news 
spread, tell 2 woman.” Today, church women 
have news that must be spread. We have news 
of the most valuable possession in this world— 
Christ Jesus and salvation through faith in Him 
—so many people do not know Him. They need 
to hear of the availability of this great possession 
for every soul but HOW? 


TELL A WOMAN 
EVERY WOMAN TELL A WOMAN 


We could - but will we? - live up to a woman’s 
reputation and TALK, yes TALK FOR 
CHRIST. Women could spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ - Do the Work of Evangelism, a 
friendly, personal interest in an individual, a 
phone call, a ride along in a car may help some. 
one to find our Christ. 


In the store parlance we are told that good 
merchandise, properly displayed, plus an alert, 
courteous, friendly, and helpful attitude on the 
part of the sales person toward the customer, 
usually means a sale. We have the good mer- 
chandise, the Gospel with all it can mean in a 
life. We should be making sales for Christ. We 
must make people see that Christ with His 
Glorious Gospel of Redemptive Love and Grace 
is the one indispensable possession for ever) 
household. 


What a momentum would gather to the great 
work that the church longs to do, winning souls 
for the blessed Lord, if every woman in the 
church would make one sale, win one soul for 
Him. Truly nothing brings such a thrill as 
ringing up a sale for Christ and His Church. 
Try it. I dare you. 

Katie Lee Monk 
Sebring, Florida 





Charlotte, N. C. 

A group of 37 Presbyterian women left Char- 
lotte, N. C., on February 10 by chartered bus 
to see the work of their Church in action in 
Tampa, Florida. The group, representing 21 
churches, saw first-hand the activities of Ybor 
City Presbyterian Church and Community Cen- 
ter. The five-day trip was planned primarily 
for Chairmen of Church Extension, by Mrs. W. 
E. Meares, Chairman of Church Extension, 
Women of the Church, Mecklenburg Presbytery, 
and Mrs. W. W. McGinn, Chairman of Church 
Extension, Women of the Church of the Synod 
of North Carolina. 


Object of the trip was to visit the site of the 
proposed new Presbyterian Church and Com- 
munity Center at Ybor City — recipient of the 
1956 Birthday Offering of the Women of the 
Church. They attended Sunday School there, 
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and the morning and evening worship services, 
observed the Kindergarten, and joined in the 
church fellowship activities. The Rev. Walter 
B. Passiglia, pastor of the Ybor City Church, 
conducted the group on a tour through the 
Latin Quarter in order that the women could 
have a better understanding of the living and 
working conditions of the people there. 





What Grace? 


Jn. 1:17 


By Rev. Preston Orr Sartelle 
Draper, Virginia 


Two Marine officers and myself were on top 
of Mt. Haliakali before the first signs of dawn. 
Between us and the Pacific Ocean was another 
ocean, a vast ocean of clouds. As the sun began 
to forecast the light of day, its rays playing 
through the clouds gave the effect of the varied 
shading of lights on the stage of a great theatre. 
Then the sun eased its way above the clouds, 
giving a brilliant light that seemed to turn 
everything to silver or gold. 


Four hundred years ago a fearful night of 
ignorance began to lift from the earth. A new 
day was forecast by varied and strange events 
in the church, but all leading to the light of 
that new day. Luther, Calvin and Knox eased 
above the clouds of disorder to bring the light, 
the brilliant Gospel of the Grace of God in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Many cloudy days and 
foggy ones have followed, but the light of God’s 
Grace still shines. 


One tells of a brother minister visiting a 
Scotch preacher a few days before his death. 
He greeted him with “Well, my brother, what 
are you doing?” “Doing?” answered the old 
servant; “I’m gathering together all my prayers 
and sermons, all my good deeds and bad deeds, 
and am going to throw them all overboard to- 
gether, and swim to glory on the plank of free 
Grace.” 


With the new teaching of Grace sponsored by 
the Lutheran and Presbyterian Churches of 
Europe, the sermons and doctrines of almost a 
millenium had to go. But great was the Grace 
that replaced. Today revived emphasis of the 
Gospel of the Grace of God cannot be overdone. 


Grace came by Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:17). Not 
that God’s grace had not operated before. But 
now the working and operation of Grace have 
been provided a high tension wire to carry the 
full voltage of God's Grace. 


This grace was described in the Old Testa- 
ment as favor. ‘With favor wilt thou compass 
him about as with a shield.” Ps. 30:7. “In His 
favor is life” Ps. 30:5. “By thy favor thou hast 
made my mountain to stand.” Ps. 30:7. “In thy 


MARCH 21, 1956 








Any Three of the Books Listed Below 
Sent Postpaid for $5.00 
SUPPLY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 


The Reformed Doctrine 
of Predestination sss C40 


By Loraine Boettner 


World Crises and the 


Prophetic Scriptures _... === $3.00 
By Wilbur M. Smith 

Studies in Theology ___________. $3.50 
By Loraine Boettner 

Christianity and Liberalism $2.50 
By J. Gresham Machen 

The Presbyterian Conflict _____ $1.50 
By Edwin H Rian 

Edward O. Guerrant... ss $1.00 


By J. Gray McAllister and 
Grace Owings Guerrant 


Christianity Rightly So Called ____ $2.00 
By Samuel G. Craig 


























By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Who Say Ye That I Am $2.50 
Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ—The Hope of Glory ______. $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Knowing The Scriptures $3.95 
By A. T. Pierson 
Keys To The Word ___ $1.50 
By A. T. Pierson 
Bape eee ok $3.50 
By B. B. Warfield 
The Plan of Salvation _..._»»»»>>» > SS _$1.50 
By B. B. Warfield 
Progress of Doctrine $1.75 
By Thomas Dehany Bernard 
Pilgrims Progress $1.00 
By John Bunyan 
Does God Answer Prayer __________. $1.50 
By Louise Harrison McCraw 
God Transcendent and 
Other Sermons $2.50 
By Gresham Machen 
Opening Doors - $1.50 





By R. G. McLees, D.D. 
Christianity and Existentialism ____ $3.00 
By J. M. Spier 
$1.50 


The Lord From Heaven _.__. 
By Sir Robert Anderson 

The Doctrines of Grace $3.95 

By George S. Bishop 


The Infallibility of the Church ____ _$3.00 
By George D. Salmon 


Order From 


THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 
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favor our horn shall be exalted.” Ps. 89:17. “In 
my favor I have had mercy on thee” Isa. 60:10. 


Some have called it “unmerited favor’ or 
“favor against demerit.” It is giving us what 
we need rather than what we deserve. It is 
the light of God’s countenance lifted upon us 
in the brilliance of redeeming Love. 


There is a sense in which it now stands as 
merited favor. Not in the merit of the sons 
of Adam, but in the merit of the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ. All that God bestows upon us 
is merited in the person of Christ. What a 
princely privilege to bear His name! 


It is in such a way, that the Grace of God 
toward us not only is sustained by God’s love; 
but is also given the full backing of justice. 
Since the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
it is now a just and righteous thing for God 
to act in Grace toward us. “He is faithful and 
just to forgive. . - 


“The grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men” Titus 2:11. This salvation 
is in the person of the Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
“Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works” Titus 
2:14. 


So also this grace of God becomes an in- 
structor teaching us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lust and to live sanely, righteously, and 
with due reverence before God in this present 
world. What a teacher! And does not Grace 
also impart the power for such living? (Rom. 
5-6) . 


The Grace of God causes us to long for our 
Saviour. Like the little animal panting for 
the open stream, grace moves our hearts to 
yearn for the presence of Jesus Christ and say 
“even so come Lord Jesus.” 


God’s Grace not only receives us into royalty, 
but lavishes upon us a heritage of wealth. Great 
is our bank account in the Trust Company of 
His Kingdom, (Eph. 1:7). 


The Grace of God is Christ Jesus, risen from 
the dead and ascended to the right hand of the 
Throne measures to us profitable gifts. These 
gifts fit us for desired service in His Kingdom. 
None is left out. Every believer is a beneficiary 
of God’s Grace in ability to serve. (Eph. 4:7). 


Is the heart burdened until it aches? Is the 
soul filled with sorrow? Is the mind lonely and 
depressed? Grace has the answer in a million 
ways. The Grace of God renders to His own 
a consolation and hope limited only to the 
eternity of God himself. (II Thess. 2:16) 


Now, just where do we stop in the story of 
the Grace of God? It is as endless as eternity. 
For in the ages to come God will be showing 
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the exceeding riches of His Grace in kindness 
toward us through Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2:7) 


I like to walk through the beautiful gardens 
of Florida. As one walks amid the tropical 
splendor the heart is thrilled with deep emotion. 
It becomes a living reminder of a life forever 
walking in the wonderful garden of the Grace 
of God. 


— BOOKS — | 


William B. 


~~. % 
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“REDEMPTION.” 


John Murray. 
Eerdmans. $3.00. 


Professor Murray is one of America’s out- 
standing theologians. Many who have known 
his brilliant talents have wished for a long 
time that he would write more. It is a joy to 
welcome this recent volume on Redemption— 
accomplished and applied. The purpose of this 
volume is to bring into clearer focus the atone- 
ment of Christ which is the central affirmation 
in our Christian faith. 

As a Reformed theologian, Professor Murray 
traces the source of the atonement to the free 
and sovereign love of God. It is with this per- 
spective in mind that he sets forth in four 
successive chapters ““The Necessity of the Atone- 
ment,” “The Nature of the Atonement,” “The 
Perfection of the Atonement,” and “The Extent 
of the Atonement.” In each of these chapters 
the Bible is the one and only norm by which 
his interpretations and formulations are tested. 
He resists the temptation to construe the atone- 
ment in terms of our human experience and 
thus to make our experience the norm. He 
believes that in such a practice we drag down 
the meaning of Christ’s atoning work and 
evacuate it of its unique and distinctive glory. 
He calls this practice “wickedness of the deepest 
dye.” 

Professor Murray follows the Confession of 
Faith in emphasizing that Christ satisfied divine 
justice in His death. “The Lord hath laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all.” He writes, “He 
bore the unrelieved and unmitigated damnation 
of sin and He finished it. That is the spectacle 
that confronts us in Gethsemane and on Cal- 
vary. This is the explanation of Gethsemane 
with its bloody sweat and agonizing cry, ‘O 
my Father, if it be possible let this cup pass 
from me.’ This is the explanation of the most 
mysterious utterance that ever ascended from 
earth to heaven, ‘My God, my God, why hast 





WANTED: Young man or minister to direct 
youth program of evangelism, recreation in 
gymnasium, and visitation of youth. Write 
Wm. E. Hill, Jr., West End Presbyterian 
Church, Hopewell, Virginia, or call 5691, 
6765. 
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thou forsaken me?’?” The author believes that 
Christ’s experience in Gethsemane and Calvary 
is so unique that no human being can approach 
this mystery. He says, “Perish the presumption 
that dares to speak of our Gethsemanes and 
Calvarys! It is trifling with the most solemn 
spectacle in all history, a spectacle unparalleled, 
unique, unrepeated and unrepeatable. To ap- 
proximate this spectacle to the analogy of our 
human experience is to disclose a state of mind 
and feeling insensitive to the alphabet of Chris- 
tianity. Here we are the spectators of a wonder, 
the praise and glory of which eternity will not 
exhaust. It is the Lord of Glory, the Son of 
God Incarnate, the God-man drinking the cup 
given Him by the eternal Father, the cup of 
woe and of indescribable agony.” 


The second portion of this volume that dis- 
cusses the application of redemption deals with 
such subjects as: “Effectual Calling,” ‘“‘Regen- 
eration,” “Faith and Repentance,” “Justifica- 
tion,” etc. 


The closing chapter on “Glorification” 

brings to our attention some lucid thoughts 
on the subject of life after death. Doctor Mur- 
ray states, “One of the heresies which has af- 
flicted the Christian church and has been suc- 
cessful in polluting a stream of Christian 
thought from the first century of our era to 
the present is the heresy of regarding matter, 
that is, that material substance is the source 
of evil. It has appeared in numerous forms. 
The apostles had to combat it in their day and 
the evidence of this appears quite plainly in 
the New Testament, especially in the Epistles. 
John, for example, had to combat it in the 
peculiarly aggravating form of denying the 
reality of Chirst’s body as one of flesh. 
The meaning of this is that the confession of 
Christ Jesus is confession to the effect that He 
came in flesh and the denial of this is flatly 
a denial of Jesus. In reference to that heresy, 
the test of orthodoxy was to confess the flesh 
of Jesus and to say that He came with a ma- 
terial, fleshly body.” 

We are shown here that the Christian hope 
is not indifferent to the material universe around 
us. It was subjected to vanity not willingly. It 
was cursed for man’s sin. It was marred by 
human apostasy but is going to be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption and its deliv- 
erance will be coincident with the consummation 
of God’s peoples’ redemption. The two are not 
only coincident as events but they are correlative 
in hope. 


Though written in a highly readable style, 
this volume is never superficial in its presenta- 
tion of the Bible’s profoundest truths. Pastors 
and other church leaders will find the material 
moving and helpful in the preparation of ser- 
mons or in the teaching of adult Sunday School 


classes. —J.R.R. 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR 
WILL THERE’S A 


Way 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A 
bequest in your legal will that someday will help 
lead thousands of unchurched people in our South- 
land into the Way; thereby making your money im- 
mortal as a gift that lives—and loves—after you. 
There’s the Way in your will. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 


with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOAKD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Dept. C-3, Atlanta, Ga. 









THE CHRISTIAN FarrH ACCORDING 


To THe SHortTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 
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Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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WANTED: School teachers. College graduates 
who desire to teach in Church School. Full 
time Christian work. Openings: First and 
Second Grade, Sixth and Seventh Grade, 
High School, and Music. Write Wm. E. Hill, 
Jr., West End Presbyterian Church, Hopewell, 
Virginia, or call 5691, 6765. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


— Educational excellence. Member Southern As 
© sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.5S. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer Schoo! 
begins June 9, 1956. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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THE SOUTH: 


Presbyterian church leaders pio- 
neered in founding colleges across 
the South. Conditions under which 
they labored were rugged, indeed, 
compared to the prosperous South 
of today. 


And today, will Presbyterians 
forego the opportunity to do big 
things in education? 

The South needs dynamic leader- 
ship to reach its potentials and to 
assure for its people the blessings 
of its expanding economy. But ma- 
terial assets are relatively unimpor- 
tant compared to the welfare of its 
youth. 


Rising per capita income is being 
accompanied by accumulations of 
wealth by individuals and business 
firms. New foundations are being 
established. National foundations 
are interested in the South. Because 
the importance of keeping a balance 
between tax-supported and private 
colleges is realized, support of our 
church colleges may be expected to 
increase if our leaders are alert to 
the possibilities. 
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An Educational Opportunity 


Tax-supported institutions of the 
South are being given larger and 
larger appropriations. But there are 
strong indications that many of the 
universities may have to limit en- 
rollments to the number for whom 
adequate laboratory facilities can be 
provided. The South will need all 
of its institutions, and more. 


Our Church must recognize its re- 
sponsibility for its own colleges and 
support a Christian program on 
other campuses. While dollar sup- 
port has risen, dropping dollar value 
has wiped out much of this gain. 


Maintaining strong liberal arts 
colleges, small enough to be inti- 
mately Christian, is one of the great 
missions of our Church. And these 
colleges must continue to provide 
much of the trained leadership of 
our denomination. 


The very fact of their being church 
colleges gives Christian witness in 
education—a factor which educa- 
tion cannot afford to be without. 


Write for information about Presbyterian Colleges and Seminaries 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 
Box 1176, Richmond 2, Virginia 
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